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Football was labeled “the game of the peoples” (narodnaja igra) in Russia and the Soviet Union.
From the 1930s, it was the most popular sport and sources demonstrate that this label also
dates back to that decade. Which “peoples” does it refer to though? What role did football serve
with regard to political representation in the union of soviets? What were its socio-cultural
implications and did it have a role in economic value creation? What is the legacy of Soviet
football in the post-Soviet era?

Above all, the history of Russian football is a European history. British specialists introduced the
game to the emerging industrial centers of Moscow and St. Petersburg in the late nineteenth
century. After World War One, the Russian Revolution, and the Civil War, football was
transformed into an urban mass event in the more open climate of the New Economic Policy. By
the 1930s, an evermore professional Soviet sport began to reach beyond state borders via
international friendlies and exhibition matches. Soviet sides used such games to measure their
progress. This impulse towards global interaction is important, because - arguably - it
contradicted the established premises underpinning Soviet order and foreign policy during the
twentieth century.

However, the history of football in Russia and the Soviet Union also sheds light on the inner-
history of multi-ethnic states. From the foundation of the Soviet football league in 1936, Moscow
sides dominated the championship: these were Dinamo Moscow, the team of the NKVD and later
the Ministry of Interior, CDKA (since 1960 CSKA), the team of the Red Army, and Spartak,
initially a district team from Krasnaia Presnia. In the late Soviet period, however, the character
of Soviet football changed, as successful teams from other Soviet republics — above all, Dinamo
Kiev, Ararat Yerevan, Shakhtar Donetsk and Dinamo Tbilisi - rose to the challenge. Football
evolved into a sphere in which citizens and functionaries could and did articulate intra-Soviet
antagonisms through Soviet discourse.

This workshop will discuss the multitude of antagonisms and tensions that influenced the game
at the international and intra-Soviet level, as well as the ways in which football’s history
intersected with the Soviet Union’s political, socio-cultural and economic history. Historical
research rarely combines these strands of analysis. How important were external impulses for
the development of football as a spectator sport? How did football, as a cultural activity,
translate into the complex multinational reality of Soviet society? Conversely, how did this
reality shape perceptions of Soviet football - in the context of international competition and the
Cold War - within the Eastern bloc and beyond? Finally, what is the legacy of Soviet football, “the
game of the peoples”, the tremendous complexities of which are poorly concealed behind this
term?
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Wednesday, 13.06.
19:00 Welcome
Nikolaus Katzer (Moscow)
19:10  Michail Prozumenshchikov (Moscow): Football as a mirror of Soviet reality

20:00  Reception

Thursday, 14.06.
8:45 Welcome
Matthias Uhl (Moscow)/Manfred Zeller (Bremen)

Panel I - Origins: Football in Late Imperial Russia and the Early Soviet Union

09:00 Ekaterina Emeliantseva (Ziirich): Sports culture in Revolutionary Russia: 1914-1922.
From bourgeois elite recreation in late Tsarist Russia to patriotic mass militarization in
the early Soviet Union

09:20 Robert Edelman (San Diego): Enterprise and Entertainment: Football in the Roaring
Soviet Twenties

09:40 Discussant: Sergey Bondarenko (Moscow)

10:40 Coffee Break
Panel II - Entanglement: Soviet Football within the Eastern Bloc

11:00  Matthias Uhl (Moscow): Between German-Soviet friendship and sporting competition -
the football matches of the GDR against the Soviet Union

11:20 Richard Mills (Norwich): Visiting “Our Slavic Brothers” - Football Club Tours and
Soviet-Yugoslav Relations in the Turbulent Cold War Years

11:40  Jutta Braun and Rene Wiese (Berlin): Sovietization in East German Football? Adaption
and Transformation of Soviet Sport Structures

12:00 Discussant: Manfred Zeller (Bremen)

13:00  Lunch Break
Panel III -Appropriation: Cultural Dimensions of Soviet Football

14:00 Ekaterina Gloriozova (Brussels): Football Fandom in the late Soviet Union: a Subculture
etween Protest and Conformism

14:20  Sylvain Dufraisse (Nantes): Zvezdnaia Bolezn’ and Moral Crusades: What tells the
Streltsov Scandal on what a Soviet football Player should be?

14:40  Anke Hilbrenner (Gottingen): Beyond Collaboration and Resistance - Football, Bread,
and Survival in Kiev in 1942

15:00 Discussant: Yuri Slezkine (Berkeley)

16:00  Coffee Break
Panel IV - Commercialization: Football between Socialism and Capitalism

16:20  Sandra Trapp (Herzogenaurach): ,Three stripes for the Sbornaja”. How Adidas came to
the Soviet Union

16:40 Manuel Veth (Vancouver): Selling the Peoples’ Games. Footballs Transition from
Communism to Capitalism in the Soviet Union and its Successor States

17:00 Discussant: Matthias Uhl
18:00  Public Viewing (kick off: 18 h!)
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Cpegaa, 13.06.
19:00 [IIpuBeTrcTBUE
Hukonayc Katuep (Mocksa)

19:10 Muxawua [IposymeHmukoB (MockBa): PyT60/1 Kak 3epKajio COBETCKOM
JeCTBUTEJIbHOCTH

20:00  Dypwem

YeTBepr, 14.06.
8:45 IIpusemcmaue
MarTtuac Yiab (MockBa)/Mandpeg llennep (BpemeH)
Cekuus I - 3apoxaenue: PyT60.1 B mno3gHeuMnepckoii Poccuu v B panHeM CoBeTckoM Coro3e

09:00 ExarepuHa EmenbsiHuesa (Iltopux): ClopTHBHAsI KyJIbTypa B PEBOJIIOIIMOHHOHN
Poccun: 1914-1922. OT pa3BiedyeHUs OYPKya3HOU 3JIMTHI B Mo3A4HeH 1apckoi Poccuum
K MaTPUOTHUYECKON MOOUIM3AIMU MACC B MEPBBIE T'O/ibl COBETCKOM BJIACTH

09:20 Po6epTt daenbmaH (Can-/uero): [IpeanpusiTre U pa3BiedeHue: ¢pyT60s B 6ypHbIE 20-€
rr. B CoBeTckoM Corose

09:40 KommeHnTartop: Cepreii BongapeHnko (MockBa)

10:40  Kogpe-6peiik
Cekuus Il - YcnoxkHeHHe: COBeTCKUM QyT601 B BocTouHOM 6J10KE

11:00 MarTtuac Yab (MockBa): Mexy repMaHO-COBETCKOM APYKOOU U CHOPTUBHOMU
KOHKypeHUuel - dyT6osbHbIe MaTuu ['/IP npotus CoBeTckoro Corosa

11:20  Puuapg Musns (Hopeu4): [Tocemias «HaIlIMX c1aBIHCKHUX OPaTheB» — TYPbl
$yT60/IbHBIX KJIYyOOB U COBETCKO-IOI'0C/IaBCKME OTHOLIEHUS B HECIIOKOMHBIE I'o/ibl
X0J/10IHOM BOMHBI

11:40 IOTTa BpayH u Pene Buse (BepsinH): CoBeTusanus B ¢pyToose Bocrounoit [epmanuu?
ApanTtanus ¥ TpaHchopManus CTPYKTYpP COBETCKOIO CIOPTa

12:00 KommenTaTtop: Maudpen Llesnep (bpemen)

13:00 o06ed
Ceknus I1I - [IpucBoeHue: KyJIbTypHbIE U3MEPEHHUA COBETCKOT0 PpyTHOIa

14:00 Exatepuna ['nopuososa (bproccesb): @yT60bHBIE 60JIENBIIUKH B 103JHEM
CoBeTtckoM Coro3e: CyOKy/IbTypa MeXAy NPOTeCTOM U KOHPOPMU3IMOM

14:20 CusbBaH Jrodpec (HaHT): 3Be3Hast 60J1e3Hb M MOpasibHble KPECTOBBIE IOXO/AbI: UTO
roBopurt Jiesio CTpesibli0Ba O TOM, KAKUM /10JKeH ObITh COBETCKUN PyTOOIUCT?

14:40 Auke Xunbb6peHHep (['eTTuHren): 3a npejesamMu KoJs1abopaLyy U CONPOTUBJIEHUS —
¢byTb0, x1e6 U BbDKUBaHUE B KueBe B 1942

15:00 KommeHTaTop: IOpuit Cnéskun (bepkiin)

16:00 Koge-6peiik
Panel IV - KomMmeprnyuaausanusa: GyT60/1 MeXAy COUA/TIN3MOM U KallMTa/IM3MOM

16:20 Canpgpa Tpann (XepuoreHaypax): «Tpu noJiocku AJjist cbopHoii». Kak Aguaac Bouies B
CoseTckuii Coro3

16:40 Manyanab BaT (BaukyBep): ToproBJjisg HapoHbIMU urpamu. [lepexos ¢pyTboIa U3
KOMMYHHM3Ma B KanuTaausM B CoBeTckoM Colo3e U ero rocyZiapcTBax-lpeeMHUKaxX

17:00 KomMeHTaTop: MaTTHac Yib

18:00 nabauk eviouHz (cmapm: 18:00!)



